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SSLA, 1-15, 1. Printed in the United States of America. 


INTRODUCTION 


The publication of this Cumulative Index of volumes 1-15 marks sixteen consecutive 
years of publication of Studies in Second Language Acquisition, ten with Cambridge 
University Press. The first journal specifically devoted to research in second lan- 
guage acquisition, SSLA was launched in 1978 by Albert Valdman of the Committee 
for Research and Development in Language Instruction (CREDLI) and Harry Grad- 
man of the Department of Linguistics at Indiana University. Under the auspices of 
the Indiana University Linguistics Club, the first two volumes published the proceed- 
ings of the Neuchatel Colloquium on Theoretical Issues in Applied Linguistics, the 
Applied Linguistics Colloquium of Berne, and thie Fifth International Congress of 
Applied Linguistics, Montreal. 

With Volume 3, SSLA began featuring refereed articles by scholars whose names 
have become synonymous with second language acquisition research. Book reviews 
and, later, book notices, were added. The first thematic issue, “The Foreign Lan- 
guage Syllabus and Communicative Approaches to Teaching,” appeared in 1980, 
followed by ten others on wide-ranging topics. Additional formats introduced over 
the years have been Research Notes, State of the Art articles, Review Articles, 
Survey Articles, Information for the Profession, Replication Studies, and Responses/ 
Rebuttals. 

Since its inception, SSLA has been guided by a dedicated Editorial Board and 
Advisory Committee, whose members serve as external readers and evaluators of 
manuscripts. These professionals and other anonymous readers have contributed 
much to the success of the journal. In addition, SSLA benefited in its early years from 
the contribution of Research Notes Editors Michael Long and Robin Scarcella and 
since 1980 from the services of a succession of editorial assistants at Indiana Univer- 
sity. Susan Gass came on board as Reviews Editor in 1988 and as Associate Editor in 
1993; Albert Valdman has continued as Editor since Volume 1. 

With its first four issues, SSLA had reached the “critical mass stage” of 500 
subscribers. No longer a “trial balloon,” it was published by CREDLI at Indiana 
University through Volume 6. Volume 7 was the first to bear the Cambridge seal. 
Under its auspices, Studies in Second Language Acquisition has stabilized at more 
than 1000 subscriptions, and looks forward to many more years of quality publica- 
tion of informative research and opinion in the field of SLA. 
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